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From t he Heart of t he Pastor

Christianity i s joyful. Nehemi ah affirme
strengthdé (Nehemiah 8:10). David proclai ms,
giving joy to the heartdé (Psalm 19:8). Jes
and your joy wil!/@ be completed (John 16:24).

the Holy Spirit is within a person (Galatians 5:22). Joy springs from gratitude to God

for Presence, love, and saving us from our sin and death. God is ever present with

us, which means Gododés joy can be ever preseil
pline of remembering and giving thanks.

| 6ve watched the | obby before and after wors
our love for one another. In worship, people strongly praise our Lord and are gen-

erous with thanksgiving. The Mystery Dinner Theater was filled with joy and laugh-

ter . I n times of strife, tensions, and frag
and a sanctuary for people needing Godds | o
the joy of our Lord every week is through our music ministry, and | am grateful to

Jane Wright and the other leaders of our music ministry for sharing the joy of the

Lord with us. Every person who gives to Westwood UMC enables the music ministry

to connect us with Godds joy.

During Lent (the forty days of spiritual preparation for Good Friday and Easter), we

wi || focus on the joy of Godds grace and r ec
encing the joy of the Lord, it is often because our relationships with God and peo-

ple are broken. Jesus reconciled the world to God through His death on the cross,

and we are His ambassadors of reconciliation to the world (2 Corinthians 5). You

will find devotional Scriptures, foci, and questions in this newsletter. | challenge you

to read the Scripture every day, and to pray for God to reconcile you with others

and to empower you to be Goddés ambassador of

Remember to invite someone to the Alpha Course this week, lifting them in prayer
that God will open their heart to the joy and reconciliation of Jesus.

Gratefully serving our Lord with you,

Pastor Wayne
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Pasty Sale d Orders due Mar. 13
Our final pasty sale of the season will be Saturday, March 18. Please return your or-
der to the church office by Monday, March 13. Checks should be made payable
to Westwood United Methodist Women. (Orders can be prepaid or pay at time of

pick -up.)

Name &2 - ?
Phone . - M"’/
Indicate quantity desired:
Baked ($3.50 each) Unbaked ($3.00 each)
Indicate the time you will pick up your order:
9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.

Alpha 0 Begins Mar. 14
The next Alpha course will begin with the Intro Dinner on Tues., March 14. Dinner
will be served at 6:30 PM in our new beautiful Lobby Area and the program will fol-
low. Now is the time to start the invitation process to bring those friends, acquaint-
ances, family and neighbors to the I ntro-
week course but to one dinner to see what Alpha is all about. Please indicate your
RSVP on the back of the communication card or contact the church office to
make a dinner reservation for you and your guests.

Wednesday Evening Lenten Study & Begins Mar. 15
Beginning March 15th through April 12th, we will be studying Max Lucado's, "He
Chose the Nails" beginning at 6:30pm in the Wesley Room. We will study "how every
gift from God reveals his love, but no gift reveals his love more than the gifts of the
cross." Over five weeks, we will explore the gifts of the cross, the thorns that Christ
wore, the nails in His hands, the seamless robe He wore, and the empty tomb
where He defeated sin. Each session will be DVD driven with discussion. Books are
not necessary and will not be ordered, but IF you do have the book on your home
library shelf, or want to check it out at one of our local libraries, it will enhance your
study during this Lenten season. We hope to see and share this Lenten study with
you!

Van Vorhees Scholarship Applications 8 Due Mar. 16
The Van Vorhees scholarship applications are now available in the Foundation
mailbox by the office. The due date for returning them is March 16, 2017. They may
be placed in the Foundation mailbox or emailed to the church office. If you would
like the application emailed to you, please email the church office and we will
email it back to you. Thanks!

Di

nner
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Friday Film & Mar. 17
Our Friday Film for March 17 will be "Welcome to Shelbyville." At a time when U.S.
communities are grappling with tensions around refugees, immigration, and reli-
gion, this 67 -minute, award -winning documentary is about how residents in a
Southern town have worked to understand, challenge, and accept new immi-
grants. A great little film! Join us in the lobby at 6:00 pm for a light meal before the
film. We will show the film at 7:00 in the theater downstairs. (Sponsored by UMW
and the Justice Committee)

Pianist Jim Hendricks In Concert 9o Mar. 19
Jim will play at both the 8:30 and 11:00 worship hours, and present a 4:30 PM full
concert. Free will love offering will be taken. The 8:30 service/concert will feature
a traditional 45 minute Christian music program, the 11:00 service/concert will fea-
ture a Contemporary Christian program, and the 4:30 concert time will feature
0The Americads Favoriteso and OA Peaceful He
been here twice in past years, and we are delighted to have him back.

WUMC Prayer Service 8 Mar. 19
The WUMC Prayer Service will be Mar. 19 at 6:00 pm. Join us for this monthly time of
prayer and worship together, lifting up the needs of our congregation and giving
thanks for Godds bl essing.

UMW Book Discussion Group 6 Mar. 21
This month we will be discussing The Death of Josseline: Immigration Stories from
the Arizona Borderlands , by Margaret Regan. Ted Robbins, of NPR, has stated.
"There may be no better way to understand the muddle that is U.S. immigration
policy than to read The Death of Josseline . It helps explain, on a human level, the
ebb & flow of human labor across political boundaries." Come join us on Tues.,
March 21st, at 7:00 pm.  ALL are welcome!

Faith-Hope Circle o Mar. 22
Fath-Hope Circl e, a United Methodist Womenos ¢
lage, 1400 N Drake, Room 1A on Wednesday, Mar. 22, at 1 pm. Everyone is wel-
come. Questions call Helen Lancaster, 344 -9874, or Jeanette Jupp, 345 -8833.

Trustees Need Your Help o Mar. 25
Save the date! Spring clean out for Epworth! Many hands make light work!
Date: Saturday, March 25 t Time: 9:00 am-3:00 pm  Lunch provided!!!!
Tasks: cleaning out Epworth garage, costume closet and spare bedroom. Dump-
ster has been rented* *If you or your committee have items to be saved, please
review, label to save or remove. Contact Kim Longstroth at kimm-
ly.longstroth@att.net or 269-569-2740.


mailto:Kimmly.longstroth@att.net
mailto:Kimmly.longstroth@att.net
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Pet Lovers Group & Mar. 25
The Westwood UMC Pet Lovers Group will be meeting in Simpson Hall on Mar. 25 at
6 pm for Pets & Pizza! Pizza for supper will be provided and out pets can get ac-
quainted! Dogs on a leash and cats in a carrier please. All pet lovers are invited.

West wood Church wil |dMare26at Appl ebaeg
Mar k your <calendar for Sunday, March 26!
friendsd party at Appl ebeeds! Any ti me on
on West Main St. is donating 20% of the total tab for your table (excluding tax, tip,
and alcohol) to our Westwood Vocal Ensemble when you hand your server our
060Dining to Donated coupon. Pick yours up
church newsletter!

UMCOR Sunday 6 March 26
UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) on  March 26 provides major
support for immediate assistance in the wake of natural and human -caused disas-
ters and helps support ongoing ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. This
special offering allows 100% of designated gifts to be used for the specified disaster
response or other ministry. Please give generously to help provide hope and heal-
ing. Special envelopes are in your giving envelope packet or will be available in
the March 26 bulletin.

Keep Making Peace Day 0 Apr. 1

West Michigan's Conference  15th Annual OKeep Making Peace Day 6 wi | | be
Saturday, April 1st, at University UMC (in East Lansing) from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The day will focus on Environmental Justi ce: "Confronting

Change 6 .Bishop David A. Bard will be the keynote speaker, and workshops will be
led by professionals in their field.  Also, Bill McKibbon, renowned founder of 350.org
and recipient of the Gandhi Peace Award, will be with us via video. Register by
March 17 for the Early Bird Discount; $25 per person or $50 per carload of 3 or more
persons. After the March 17; $30 per person and $60 per carload. The cost includes
a vegetarian lasagna lunch, and the event is hosted by the Wesley Foundation.
(Expect great music!) Contact Nancy Snell for carpooling information. Register by
March 24 at msuwesley.org/kmp2017

Hospitality Team & Can you help serve?
Hospitality is looking for a few additional volunteers to assist seasoned workers for
Sunday mornings. Typically, a team of two  volunteers is responsible for Hospitality
snacks one Sunday every two months. Coffee, juice, donut holes, and cheese and
crackers are typically served. We are in need of one person to help during the time
after first service and clean -up with another person. If you would like to help, please
call or email Mary Faupel, 381 -7216, Imfaup@yahoo.com

hel d

Mi chi


http://kalamazoodistrict.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25b9fbc0534065b0d8bcca4fd&id=77ffcc310c&e=4931ed17eb
http://350.org/
http://msuwesley.org/kmp2017
mailto:lmfaup@yahoo.com
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Mid -Winter Singers Appreciated
Did you know that we have O0Osnow birds in the
of its members that go to Florida for some rather nice visits, and in the meantime,
we are working to do a couple different things and YOU are invited! If you like to
sing, join us for just two rehearsals.
Ensemble Type: Rehearsals: For Worship on:
Men and women's Voices Mar. 16, 7-7:45 pm Sun., 3/19, both services
This is a perfect short term thing that might just work nicely into your schedule, and
help us to keep singing strong!! If interested, please let Jane know so please drop
me an email, call or mention it on Sunday. Jane Wright, jwrightwumc@gmail.com
or 517-204-2439.

WUMC Westwood Neighborhood Food Pantry Shopping List
Items needed at this time:
Pancake / Syrup
Hearty Soups
Canned Chili
Boxed Instant Potatoes
Canned pears
Canned fruit cocktall
Spaghetti sauce
Toilet Paper (1 -4 roll pkg.)
Paper Towel (1 -2 roll pkg.)
Dish Soap
Pantry food items can be brought in at any time. Please place them in the bins in
the lobby. Thank you for your continued support!

Time to Register for Church Camp!
|l tds time to think about summer church camp
about growing in Christian faith and love of God, forming new friendships, fun,
worship, Bible based activities and lessons, fire bowl, outdoor athletics, nature, per-
sonal growth, relaxation, and adventure. The Westwood church family helps sup-
port the life -changing experience that camp can be by providing scholarships to
our children and youth to attend camp (average cost of a week of camp is $399).
Camp brochures are located in the wall display near the church office (under the
clock) or can be accessed on the web at www.umcamping.org or high schoolers
wanting to attend camp at Lake Louise should visit www.lakelouisecommunity.org.
Mini-camps (3 days) are available for 1st through 3rd graders. $50 rebates are
available for first time campers and the friend who invites you ($25 for mini -
campers). Talk to Nancy VandenBrink for more information on camp scholarships.


mailto:jwrightwumc@gmail.com
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Erin Frey, Missionary in Florida
Please Help Support Missionary Erin Frey

The Missions team at Westwood has committed to financially support Erin Frey, a

2016 WMU graduate and member of our congregation who is on a two -year mis-

sionary appointment of the United Method
low on her assignments and consider a donation to support her as a missionary;

IS

mar k your gift OErin Frey.o Letds get be

Erin writes:
Over the summer of 2016 | was commissioned as a missionary through the General
Board of Global Ministries and have since been placed in Pinellas County, Florida.

To give you a brief overview, | am a missional intern with the non -profit UMCM Sun-
coast (formerly United Methodist Cooperative Ministries Suncoast) which is in the

Gulf Central District of the Florida UM Conference and serves over 15,000 people in
West Manatee, Pinellas, West Pasco, Hernando, and West Citrus Counties.

Through UMCM | am helping to develop what we are calling the Fresh Initiatives
Supply Hub (FISH). The FISH is a community collaboration project between local
churchesandnon -profits to help get fresh food,
ery programs, and food banks, to pantries that serve the Lealman community just
North of St. Petersburg. Our long -term goal is that this will be a volunteer run, self
sustaining, ministry that will not only serve the community through fresh food, but al-

so through nutritional education classes, community gardening projects, and men-
toring programs.

Al ong with my appointment at the FI SH, I
in Largo, FL as an agency development assistant. Here, | am working with the non
profit administration team to aid with the various programs UMCM oversees. My
main responsibility is working with the CEO to further develop the Florida Summer
Break Spot Program. This program is designed to bring USDA food to children during
summer break when they are not in school.

My last appointment is with Skycrest United Methodist Church in Clearwater, Florida
as a missions intern. At Skycrest, | help with volunteer recruitment, hospitality, and as
an assistant coordinator for the monthly community meal for the homeless in Clear-
water.

If you would like to learn more about my placement site here is a link to the website:
https://umcmsuncoast.org/ and the facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/UMCoopMinSuncoast/

1

t Chu
hind o
rom f |
m al sc


https://umcmsuncoast.org/
https://www.facebook.com/UMCoopMinSuncoast/
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A Letter to the Congregation from the Food Pantry Committee
Dear Friends and Family of Westwood UMC,
As you have most likely heard, our congregation has opened a Food Pantry serv-
ing the residents of the greater Westwood area. We would like to thank everyone
that has contributed food and funding to this ministry.

On October 8, the opening day, we served 24 families representing over 60 peo-
ple, helping to fill in some of the food need gaps encountered by our friends and
neighbors. The Pantry will continue to fill this need by offering food assistance the
first Saturday of the month from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm and the third Wednesday
from 5:00 6 7 pm. If you are interested in becoming a member of our team, please
speak with Beth Mitchell or any other member of the Food Pantry Team.

As time goes by, your continued support of this vital ministry is essential. You will
find bins in the lobby area where we will collect the food needed each month.

We will also need your financial support to buy the items not donated by the con-
gregation. We hope that you will include the Food Pantry in your second mile giv-
ing. Checks can be made payable to Westwood UMC Food Pantry.

If you find yourself in need of food assistance, we are here to help. In the lobby
area at the display, you will find a form that you can fill out. Give this form to ei-
ther Deacon Sandra Bibilomo or Pastor Wayne Price. Please note that Sandra or
Wayne will be the only persons to know your identity. The Food Pantry Team will
only be involved in packing food for Sandra or Wayne to deliver. If you are in
need of food assistance, please take advantage of this ministry.

Once again, thank you for your support.

Sincerely, The Food Pantry Ministry Team
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In Mission Through MMDC
The following article appeared in the January 23, 2017 edition of the MIConnect
online newsletter for the Michigan Area Conference of the United Methodist
Church:

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Chatham, lllinois provides a hands -on ex-
perience for persons wanting to offer help to victims of disaster both in the U.S. and
around the globe. Volunteers from Michigan were among those who packed kits,

built school desks, fixed bikes and repaired sewing machines in 2016. (FYI, West-
wood UMC sent two teams to MMDC in 2016 0 one in February and one in Novem-
ber -and helped in the efforts I|isted below
the following year -end report:

1 2,403 volunteers worked a total of 34,377 hours

1 299,497 pounds of materials were received at MMDC and 446,727 pounds of ma-
terials were distributed

1 There were 17 shipments that went out of the country and 189 shipments were

sent across the U.S.

1 Nine countries outside the U.S. received goods: Ghana, Zambia, Uganda, Kenya,

Haiti, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, Mexico and Panama.

1 UMCOR Kit totals: 6,936 Health Kits; 1,593 Layette Kits; 8,048 Cleaning Buckets;
2,121 School Kits; 1,278 Birthing Kits, 403 Sewing Kits; 52 Bedding Kits.

1 MMDC Kit totals: 17,158 School Bags; 271 Teacher Bags; 30,278 Personal Dignity
Kits.

285 sewing machines, 576 school desks, and 493 bikes were also shipped.

Mensd Ministry Congratul ates Dou
Congratulations to Doug Tipken on completing his studies to become a Certified
Lay Minister. Way to go Doug! We know it?d
know that God has blessed your life because of it! Your future in ministry will be all
the better because of this great accomplishment!
The men of Westwoodods Prayer Breakfast Gro

up .

The


http://midwestmissiondc.org/welcome




